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Lake Events & Things to Do:
Visit the following links for local
entertainment at its finest or to find
events of interest.

Lakeland Arts Center

The Wizard of Oz —
Opens Friday, March 7
www.lakelandartscenter.org

Center of Halifax Community
College

Leahy (Lay-he) will be in concert at
The Centre on March 4th, 2008 with
their unique style of energizing
Celtic music. The group of 8
brothers and sisters from Canada,
are incredibly talented.
www.hcccentre.com/

Twin Magnolias B&B

Twin Magnolias was originally built
as a Mill House at the turn of the
century and is located in Roanoke
Rapids historical district. It has
differently themed rooms
http://www.angelfire.com/biz/twin

magnolias

Roanoke Rapids Theatre
RONNIE MILSAP

www.rrtheatre.com/

Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park &
Eco Center, Scotland Neck, NC

www.shwpark.com/

Medoc Mountain State Park
Grab your hiking boots. Load you
camera. Spend some time at Med

Mountain State Park and let natur

renew your spirit.
www.ncsparks.net/memo.html

Life getting you Down? Do you need a chuckle?

Sit in your parked car with sunglasses on and point
See if they slow down.

a hair dryer at passing cars.
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Inspection before y ou list can speed the sale of yo ur home.
Today’s savvy buyers usually have the property inspected to check for defects before purchase.
inspection issues crop up, the sale can be delayed or destroyed.

If

Laws pertaining to real estate are different for every area but no matter what they are why chance
a sale not going through as easily as possible? Grandma always said “An ounce of prevention”.
Well, that's what you’d be doing by having a pre-sale inspection...preventing a listing nightmare.

Pre-inspections are a guarantee that defects are properly disclosed, defects that may affect the
value of the property or delay a sale. They give the seller the chance to account for costs of repairs
in his selling price, or to include incentives for repairs being done by the buyer.

HOME SELLER TIP:

Obtain at least 3 estimates from local contractors estimating the cost of the repairs for any
significant problems found upon the inspection. Generally most sellers and buyers have no idea
what the cost of typical repairs, such as replacing a roof, or repairing water damage in a basement
can be. Fear of the unknown is a great deterrent to taking a chance especially with an investment
such as a home purchase, whether it is a first time buyer or one looking for an investment.



JUMPING BACK IN TIME EXPLAINS HOW LEAP YEARS SPRUNG UP!

IT NEVER FAILS. WHENEVER YOU LEAP INTO LEAP YEARS, YOU LEAP INTO NUMBERS SUCH AS:
1: THE NUMBER OF DAYS ADDED TO THE CALENDAR TO CREATE A LEAP YEAR.

366: THE NUMBER OF DAYS IN A LEAP YEAR.

29: THE NUMBER OF DAYS IN FEBRUARY.

BUT WITH FEBRUARY 2008’S OFFICIAL LEAP DAY A LITTLE MORE THAN TWO WEEKS AWAY, WE THOUGHT WE'D INTRODUCE YOU TO A
FEW OTHER AND PERHAPS LESS FAMILIAR NUMBERS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW, ACCORDING TO THOMAS O'BRIAN, THE CHIEF OF THE
TIME & FREQUENCY DIVISION AT BOULDER'’S NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY.

THIS HELPS EXPLAIN WHY, EVERY FOUR YEARS OR SO, IT'S SO IMPORTANT FOR THE WORLD'S CALENDAR MAKERS TO ADD ONE MORE
BOX TO THE YEAR'S DREARIEST MONTH.

“IF WE DIDN'T HAVE LEAP YEARS, WE'D START HAVING WINTER WEATHER IN JUNE,” O'BRIAN SAID. “IT WOULD TAKE HUNDREDS OF
YEARS, BUT THE CALENDAR WOULD GET WAY OUT OF WHACK.”

AMONG SOME NUMBERS TO NOODLE:

365: YOU KNOW THIS AS THE NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE TYPICAL CALENDAR YEAR, BASED ON THE NUMBER OF DAYS IT TAKES EARTH TO
TRAVEL ONCE AROUND THE SUN. OOOPS! IT IS NOT VERY ACCURATE!

365 Y. THIS IS CLOSER TO WHAT IT REALLY TAKES. EGYPTIAN, BABYLONIAN AND SUMERIAN ASTRONOMERS KNEW AS MUCH
THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO.

45 B.C.: THIS IS THE YEAR THAT THE JULIAN CALENDAR WAS INTRODUCED BY THE ROMAN EMPEROR JULIUS CEASAR (WHOSE NAME, BY
THE WAY, GIVES US THE MONTH “JULY.” WE GET “AUGUST” FROM AUGUSTUS CAESAR, WHO CAME LATER). IT DIDN'T TAKE LONG FOR
SOCIETY TO NOTICE THE ILL EFFECT OF ALL THE UNCOUNTED QUARTER-DAYS. FEASTS AND CELEBRATIONS SEEMED TO GET LATER
AND LATER. SO THE JULIAN CALENDAR ADDED A ‘LEAP DAY’ (TECHNICALLY KNOWN AS AN INTERCALARY DAY) TO THE END OF
FEBRUARY EVERY FOUR YEARS TO EVEN THINGS OUT. THAT DIDN'T WORK RIGHT, EITHER.

365.242216: THE REAL NUMBER OF DAYS IT TAKES FOR EARTH TO TRAVEL ONCE AROUND THE SUN. IT WASN'T EXACTLY 365 % BUTA
LITTLE LESS. SO THE JULIAN CALENDAR WAS ACTUALLY ADDING TOO MUCH TIME.

11 MINUTES AND 14 SECONDS: THE JULIAN CALENDAR WAS OFF BY THIS MUCH. OVER THE CENTURIES THIS EXTRA TIME STARTED TO
ADD UP. AGAIN, THE CALENDARS WERE OFF.

1582: GREET THE NEW GREGORIAN CALENDAR, THE ONE WE USE TODAY. IT WAS INTRODUCED UNDER THE RULE OF POPE GREGORY
XIll. INSTEAD OF ADDING A ‘LEAP DAY’ EVERY FOUR YEARS, THE GREGORIAN CALENDAR CAME UP A VARIATION ON THE FOUR-YEAR
RULE. YES, EVERY FOURTH YEAR WOULD BE A LEAP YEAR. BUT A CENTURY YEAR — SUCH AS 1600, 1700, 1800 AND SO ON — WOULD NOT
BE A LEAP YEAR UNLESS IT WAS DIVISIBLE BY . . ..

400: YES, THAT'S RIGHT. UNLESS THE CENTURY CAN BE DIVIDED EVENLY BY 400, IT IS NOT A LEAP YEAR. SO 2000 WAS A LEAP YEAR.
BUT 2100 WILL NOT BE. ALTHOUGH IT SOUNDS ARBITRARY, IT WORKS EXTREMELY WELL.

365.2425: THIS IS THE AVERAGE LENGTH OF THE CALENDAR YEAR USING THE GREGORIAN REFORM. “IT'S NOT EXACT,” O'BRIAN SAID.
“BUT IT'S SO CLOSE IT WOULD BE THOUSANDS OF YEARS BEFORE WE WOULD HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT MAKING AN ADJUSTMENT TO THE
GREGORIAN CALENDAR.”

THAT IS GOOD NEWS FOR CHILDREN WHO, IN CENTURIES TO COME, WOULD LIKE THEIR SUMMERS TO BE IN
SUMMER.

Oh, and as to why we add the day to February? The answer to that question is a little less precise. Both
January and February are late additions to the Roman calendar, which used to have 10 months running from
March to December (October referring to ‘eight,” November to ‘nine,” December to ‘ten’). February is now our
second month, but it used to be the 12th and, as such, already had fewer days than the other months. When it
came time to add a leap day, it seemed right to add it at the end.

Then there is also this fun notion: THE STORY GOES — and it's just a story as far as we know — that when
Julius Caesar was looking at the length of months, he wanted the month that honored him, July, to be a long
month, O’brian said, “So he took a day away from February to make his month 31 days long. Then, later,
Augustus Caesar also took a day away from February. “At one point, February had more days, but it lost a
couple of days to the Foman emperors.”

ADD A DAY HERE, TAKE A DAY THERE. HEY, WHEN YOU ARE EMPEROR,
YOU CAN PRETTY MUCH DO WHAT YOU WANT!




